Dear ((SCHOOL NAME)) School Community;

Please join us during the week of February 28-March 4, when Manitoba students at all grade levels will have the opportunity to participate in Operation Donation, an annual food drive in support of Winnipeg Harvest and food banks around the province. Now in its 12th year, Winnipeg Harvest considers Operation Donation among one of its most important activities. This is especially true because the campaign occurs at a time of year when Winnipeg Harvest is faced with great demands and dwindling supplies.
Winnipeg Harvest is a non-profit community organization that collects and distributes surplus food to those who are hungry. The ultimate goal of Winnipeg Harvest is to “eliminate the need for food banks in our community”. Last year, almost 58,000 Manitobans used Winnipeg Harvest as a food resource; just over 50 per cent were children.
Operation Donation 2011 has the potential to be the most successful student food drive in the history of Winnipeg Harvest.  It is an initiative that is inclusive, encourages student participation, and stresses the importance of caring for others. Each school has been encouraged to raise at least one food item per student. Last year, 75 schools participated and, collectively, raised more than 91, 000 pounds of food. 
The student committee in charge of Operation Donation at ((SCHOOL NAME)) School has adopted the slogan of “One Week, One Donation, One Hope”.  The student committee encourages each student to bring items from the Winnipeg Harvest 10 Most Wanted list.  The committee is hoping that our students will bring in one designated “most wanted” item of their choice on one of the specified days.  Donations that go beyond the one item are greatly appreciated and welcomed!  

The designated items and the specific days are as follows:

Monday – peanut butter and macaroni and cheese

Tuesday – spaghetti sauce and dry pasta

Wednesday – cereal and baby food

Thursday – canned stew and canned fruit and vegetables

Friday – canned meat and soup

Financial contributions will also be accepted throughout the week. Financial contributions are a valuable resource because Winnipeg Harvest, through community partnerships, is able to convert every dollar donated into 20 dollars of food!

Please support the students as they work together in a spirit of generosity on behalf of those less fortunate. Your generosity is greatly appreciated.

If you require further information, please do not hesitate to telephone ((SCHOOL NAME)) School at ((PHONE NUMBER)), or Tori Webber, Development Associate at Winnipeg Harvest (982-3670). 
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