


How an immobilizer works
An immobilizer stops thieves cold by cutting

power to your ignition, starter and fuel pump.

Your vehicle can’t be started without your 

special key or code.

Unlike other anti-theft devices, an immobilizer 

is always working. There’s nothing for you to lock

onto your steering wheel—and nothing for you 

to leave unused in the back seat of your vehicle. 

The Insurance Bureau of Canada has been 

tracking the performance of these devices for

eight years. In that time, no vehicle in Canada 

has been stolen due to the defeat of an 

immobilizer meeting the national standard. 

One call takes care of everything
¶ 985–7000 

¶ toll-free 1–800–665–2410

¶ deaf access TTY/DDD 985–8832

We’ll arrange financing and book your appointment 
with an approved installer.

We’re open from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m., Monday to Friday, 
and from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.

Be sure to call us first so we can confirm that the installer
and equipment are eligible for this program.

It pays to theft–proof
You can protect your vehicle with an immobilizer 

for as little as $140—less than half the usual cost. 

Manitoba Public Insurance will provide free financing 

for up to five years, plus a $40 annual discount on your 

Autopac premium. The savings can more than offset 

the costs, and you’ll keep saving, year after year.

Here’s how it works:

¶ Through a special arrangement we’ve made with

installers you are guaranteed a price of $280 for 

standard installation of an immobilizer (much 

lower than the usual cost of about $380).

¶ Manitoba Public Insurance will pay up to 50 per cent 

of that cost. You pay as little as $140.*

¶ We’ll finance your cost interest-free for up to five 

years. You don’t have to pay anything up front.

¶ We’ll reward your participation with a $40 discount 

on your annual insurance.

* Additional costs may apply for vehicles with remote
starters or other special circumstances.

More money in your 
pocket each year
Your immobilizer can pay for itself in just a few years. 

If you take advantage of the free financing, your yearly

payment can be as little as $28. Your annual insurance

discount of $40 can more than offset that $28 payment. 

It can mean an extra $12 in your pocket each year.

2006 Premium

$743

You Pay

$731

Theft–Proofing Program

Fixed Financing Cost

Annual
Premium Discount

Saving $12

- $40

+ $28

2006 Premium

$779

You Pay

$767

Theft–Proofing Program

Fixed Financing Cost

Annual
Premium Discount

Example: 1994 Chrysler  Intrepid ES, 4 door
( insured for all-purpose in Winnipeg with 25% discount )

Example: 1992 Dodge Caravan SE
( insured for all–purpose in Winnipeg with 25% discount )

- $40

+ $28

Saving  $12

Immobilizing Auto Theft
Winnipeg and commuter vehicles

Unprotected
82.5%

Today
(371,000 vehicles)

0.7% (2,600) Aftermarket Immobilizers

16.7% (62,000) Factory Installed

82.5% (306,075) with No Immobilizer

2011 Goal
(400,000 vehicles)

33.5% (134,000) Aftermarket Immobilizers

56.5% (226,000) Factory Installed

10% (40,000) with No Immobilizer

Protected
90%

Aftermarket
Factory Installed

No Immobilizer

A plan to keep 
insurance affordable
This program is part of a five-year plan to virtually 

eliminate auto theft in Manitoba. Our goal is to protect 

90 per cent of Winnipeg-area vehicles with immobilizers 

by 2011. That widespread protection will bring auto theft 

rates down to levels not seen since the early 1990s.

It’s a big investment with big returns. The $40 million 

program is expected to reduce costs for auto theft claims 

by $85 million to $110 million over the next five years. 

These savings will be passed on to Manitobans. This 

province has enjoyed stable insurance rates for nearly 

a decade. Together, we can preserve that important 

advantage for years to come.

Free financing
Your cost can be financed through Manitoba Public
Insurance for a term of up to five years. Monthly 
payments can be made by way of pre–authorized 
withdrawals from bank accounts or automatic charges 
to MasterCard or Visa. When financed over 60 months,
your monthly withdrawal is less than $3. 

Questions and answers
Do I get the $140 for an approved immobilizer that was included
as part of my car’s standard equipment, installed at the factory?
No. Our $140 contribution is for approved immobilizers installed
after the car has left the factory, or for immobilizers installed at 
the factory as optional equipment. Either way, you have to pay a 
substantial extra amount to have an approved immobilizer installed. 

In contrast, an approved immobilizer that comes with your car as
standard equipment from the factory doesn’t cost you extra—it’s
included in your car’s basic price. 

We want to encourage people with older cars that don’t have 
immobilizers, to install them. We also want people who are buying
new cars without an approved immobilizer as standard equipment,
to choose one as optional equipment.  

Our $140 contribution makes these more costly immobilizers 
much more affordable. 

My newer car has an immobilizer installed at the factory yet
I don’t get the $40 discount on my insurance. Why? 
In some cases, manufacturers have chosen not to submit their
immobilizers for testing to determine if they meet the Canadian
Theft Deterrent Standard. Without this rigorous, independent 
testing there is no proof these immobilizers meet the national 
standard as set out by Transport Canada. Therefore, they don’t 
qualify for the $40 discount. Immobilizers in Mazdas and some
Nissan models are examples.  

The national standard is considered the gold-standard of theft 
protection. It is important because in eight years of monitoring, 
no vehicle anywhere in Canada protected by these devices has 
been started and stolen. Without the testing, there is no way 
to know that these other systems are equally effective in theft 
proofing your vehicle.

My older car won’t last much longer. What’s the point of 
putting an immobilizer in it?
Your older car may surprise you by lasting longer than you expect.
Our statistics show that on average, vehicles stay on the road in
Manitoba until they’re about 15 years old.  

In fact, some of the vehicles stolen most often are much older 
than that.

This program has been designed so the immobilizer literally pays for
itself in just over three years and provides you with a cash benefit
every year after. The longer your older car keeps going, the more
you’ll benefit from putting in an immobilizer.

In Winnipeg, call us at

985–7000

Outside Winnipeg, call toll-free

1– 800–665–2410

Deaf Access Line TTY

985–8832

www.mpi.mb.ca

Contains 20% post-consumer waste, which
is used paper collected through recycling
programs. This brochure can also be recycled.October 2005

Cette publication est aussi disponible en français.

This publication is also available in large print,
audio tape or braille on request.
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