Organ and Tissue Donation

Every year in Canada, thousands of people are waiting
for organ and tissue transplants. You can make the
difference in the lives of many people by deciding

to become a donor. Everyone has the potential to be
an organ and tissue donor. The health of the donor,
not the age, is the most important thing considered.
Generally, organ donors are healthy people who have
suffered an irreversible brain injury, as in a motor
vehicle accident or a brain hemorrhage. Organs and
tissues that can be donated include: kidneys, heart,
lungs, liver, pancreas, small bowel, corneas, solid
bones and joints, skin and heart valves.

Sign a Donor Card Today and Discuss Your
Wishes with Your Family!

Signing a donor card is one way to indicate your
wishes to be an organ and tissue donor. However,
donor cards are often not available at the time of the
donor’s death. Therefore, it is important that you
discuss your wishes with your family. Other people
you may want to inform of this wish are your clergy
and family doctor. A Living Will is another place
where you can record your wishes. If you have named
a proxy in your Living Will, the proxy has precedence
over the legal next-of-kin to give consent for organ
and tissue donation if you have discussed your wishes
with your proxy.

Drivers under the age of 18 years require the signature
of a parent or guardian. Simply cut out the card on the

following page, complete the information, and keep it
with your Manitoba Health Registration Certificate or
Driver’s Licence so it’s visible for law enforcement and
hospital officials. Your donor card is a legal document
that allows you to give any or all tissues and organs
after death.

For further information and extra donor
cards, contact:

Transplant Manitoba — Gift of Life Program
www.transplantmanitoba.ca
204-787-1897

Tissue Bank Manitoba
204-940-1750

The Lions Eye Bank of Manitoba and Northwest
Ontario Inc.
204-788-8419
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